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THE 


TWO  SOLDIERS. 


WO  Soldiers,  Robert  "Wells  and  Isaac 


Clark,  had  obtained  a three  Months 
furlow  from  their  Colonel,  to  visit  their  re- 
lations and  friends  in  a very  distant  part  of 
England.  On  their  return  to  join  their  re- 
giment, which  was  quarter’d  at  Gloucester, 
having  travelled  till  they  were  weary,  they 
proposed  resting  for  the  night,  at  a little 
ale-house,  called  the  Green  Dragon,  near 
the  road  side. 

Wells  observing  the  house  was  pretty 
much  thronged  with  company,  proposed  to 
his  companion  to  journey  on  to  the  next, 
where  they  might  spend  the  night  more 
quiet,  than  the  present  prospect  of  things  of- 


fered at  the  Green  Dragon 
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I’ll  not  stir  a step  further  to-night,  said 
Clark,  for  where  there  is  good  company 
and  good  liquor,  there  I’ll  make  my  head- 
quaiters;  so  throwing  his  knapsack  on-the 
horse-block,  down  he  sat  himself. 

The  Green  Dragon  was  famous  for  brew- 
ing the  best  ale  in  those  parts,  and  of  course 
became  the  general  rendezvous  of  all  the 
Fives-players  and  Skittle-players  in  the  coun- 
try ; so  very  famous  indeed  was  the  liquor, 
that  it  introduced  beggary  and  famine 
amongst  the  wives  and  children  in  all  the 
neighbouring  cottages. 

A silver  laced-hat  had  been  bowled  for 
that  evening,  and  the  prize  was  won  by  a 
young  Farmer,  who  spying  our  travellers, 
swore  a tremendous  oath,  they  should  drink 
a bumper  to  the  King’s  health. 

After  they  had  drunk  plentifully,  Wells 
twitched  his  comrade  by  the  shoulder,  and 
proposed  that  they  should  proceed  on  their 
march,  now  they  had  been  refreshed  with  a 
friendly  mug  ; Clark,  with  an  oath,  re- 
fused to  comply  ; again  repeating,  “ the 
soldier’s  best  head -quarters  was  at  the  head  of 
the  beer  barrel;”  it  shall  never  be  said 
Wells,  that  Isaac  Clark  was  a starter,  where 

the 
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the  liquor  was  sound,  and  the  company 
good. 

The  liquor  is  very  good,  sure  enough, 
said  Wells,  who  was  naturally  a very  sober 
fellow,  but  enough  is  as  good  as  a feast ; 
and  as  to  the  company,  1 never  beheld  a 
worse  set  of  drunken,  swearing  reprobates  in 
my  life,  for  which  reason,  let  us  on,  for  if 
we  cannot  make  them  better,  they  may  make 
us  worse. 

You  are  preaching,  Bob,  said  Clark,  as 
if  we  were  going  to  die  ; why  I was  never 
in  better  health  in  my  life  ; and'  ’t is  time 
enough  to  be  sorry  for  one’s  sins,  when  the 
last  glass  is  out,  so  hallo,  tap,  bring  us  ano- 
ther pot. 

Thus,  in  spite  of  the  persuasions  of  poor 
Wells,  he  went  on  calling  for  another  mug, 
and  another,  till  he  was  as  drunk  as  a beast; 
and  his  brains  whirled  round  like  the  vanes 
of  a windmill.  Unhappily,  in  some  degree. 
Wells  fell  into  the  same  error ; but  unac- 
customed to  take  more  than  his  pint,  and  be- 
ing quite  overcome  with  fatigue,  he  felt  him- 
self extremely  disordered,  and  staggeringinto 
the  fresh  air,  he  fell  flat  on  the  grass-plat, 
where  he  lay  in  a dead  sleep  all  night  ; nor 
did  he  awake  till  the  day  was  pretty  far  ad- 
vanced y 
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v.mced  ; when  his  teeth  chattered  in  his 
head,  and  ins  limbs  shivered  with  the  cold 
for  the  night  was  damp  and  misty.  As  soon 
as  he  was  able  to'  stand,  he  staggered  in 
seat ch  of  Clark,  whom  he  found  in  a still 
moie  deplorable  state,  for  he  had  continued 
drinking  till  he  was  as  mad  as  the  rest  of  his 
companions  : they  grew  quarrelsome  at 
length,  and  each  took  offence  at  the  other 
till  words  proceeded  to  blows,  and  blows  end- 
ed in  blood  ; for  a very  profligate  young 
butchei  struck  his  neigh  bour,  the  shoemaker, 
such  a violent  blow  across  the  head  with  a 
quart  pot,  that  his  skull  was  fractured  : This 
unlucky  circumstance  brought  the  landlord 
to  interfere,  w'ho  was  alarmed  for  the  credit 
of  his  house,  or  to  speak  more  truly,  the 
fear  of  losing  his  licence  at  next  sessions;  so 
he  very  prudently  sent  for  a surgeon,  whilst 
the  lest  of  the  joyous  crew  made  their  escape 
for  feai  of  tailing  into  the  hands  of  justice. 

^ Our  travellers  left  the  Green  Dragon, 
Clark’s  head  was  still  too  confused  with  li- 
quor to  permit  him  to  think;  but  Wells, 
who  was  now  quite  come  to  himself,  was 
o\  ercome  with  shame  ; and  inwardly  vowed, 
that  if  the  entertainment  lie  met  with  at  the 
Dragon,  was  called  a merry  making,  he 
would  never  desire  to  be  merrv  again  for  the 

rest 
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rest  of  his  days';  for  what  good  have  we  ob-  . 
rained  by  it,  said  he,  but  empty  pockets, 
bloody  noses,  aching  bones,  and  the  rod  of 
justice  hanging  over  our  heads  ? Besides, 
what  is  still  worse,  by  being  overtaken  in  li- 
quor, we  have  lost  our  reason,  which  was 
the  gift  of  God  ; and  was  given  man  as  a 
precious  token  of  his  favour  to  distinguish 
him  from  the  beast  that  perisheth. 

\ 

Clark,  as  they  journeyed  on,  was  spite- 
ful, sullen,  and  sulky;  now  and  then  mut- 
tering, that  spite  of  the  past,  he  would  get 
good  ale  wherever  it  was  to  be  had. 

And  I,  said  Wells,  would  make  a vow, 
to  drink  water  the  rest  of  my  days,  rather 
than  ever  make  myself  a beast  again,  for  I 
have  a character  to  maintain  ; and  a soul  to 
be  saved— And  I’ll  tell  thee.  Bob,  what  is 
my  design,  rejoined  Clark,  to  swim  in  strong- 
beer,  whenever  I can  find  it,  if  poverty  and 
death  both  stared  me  in  the  face. 

Thou  talkest  like  a bold  fellow,  said 
Wells,  and  yet  thou  mayest  tremble  when 
death  comes  in  sight : prithee,,  where  dost 
thou  think  to  go  when  thou  c.liest  ? I have 
never  once  thought  about  dying,  Bob,  I 
assure  thee.  Then  it  is  best  thou  shouldest 

begin. 
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begin,  Isaac,  for  in  the  midst  of  life,  wc  are 
in  eatli  as  I heard  the  parson  say  at  my 
grandfather  s funeral : Time,  too,  is  short 
when  measured  against  eternity;  and  ifwe 
make  in  the  spring  great  preparations  for  a 
summer  s campaign  in  the  army,  what  con- 

for^faTh  ^ati0nS  °Ught  We  not  t0  be  m^king 


We  soldiers,  Tsaac,  should  be  particularly 
careful  to  keep  accounts  between  God  and 
cur  souls  very  short,  since  at  the  beat  of  the 
drum  on  the  day  of  battle,  ten  thousand 
may  rush  ina  moment  into  eternity  j and  the 
best  Christian  then  may  be  reckoned  the 
boldest  man.  For  my  part,  1 would  rather 
spend  the  next  night  in  battle,  (for  there  I 
should  be  performing  my  duty  to  my  kin® 
and  country,)  than  in  such  a riot  at  the 
Green  Dragon. 

You  are  a chicken-hearted  fellow,  replied 
Clark.  You  will  never  die  Game,  if  for 
every  little  offence  thou  art  so  plagued  with 
qualms  of  conscience  : I am  determined  to 
live  my  own  way,  Bob,  come  on’t  what  will. 
Then  take  my  word  for  it,  said  Wells,  thr 
ruin  is  not  far  off ; for,  though  in  a fit  of 
bravery  thou  mayest  appear  to  shake  off  the 
fear  of  God,  the  devil  may  give  up  thy  in- 
dentures 
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dentures  at  the  last,  and  the  law  may  take 
hold  of  thee  in  the  mean  time. 

Then  coming  to  a fine  stream  of  water, 
Wells  stooped  down,  and  taking  up  some  m 
his  hat,  drank  plentifully  of  it,  saying,  it 
cooled  the  fever  in  his  stomach.  Clark  said 
he  was  feverish  also,  but  he  should  cool  his 
thirst  with  a dram  at  the  next  ale-house 
which  they  saw  at  some  distance  on  the  side 
of  the  hill. 

There  however  they  agreed  to  stop.  Af- 
ter having*  made  a plentiful  breakfast,  they 
called  for  their  bill,  when  to  their  great  dis- 
may, they  found  their  pockets  entirely  empty 
of  cash,  except  two  shillings  and  a few  half- 
pence ; each  having  lost  between  two  and 
three  guineas,  which  had  been  given  them 
by  their  friends  to  defray  the  expences  of 
their  journey. 

Ey  what  means  they  had  been  stripped 
of  their  cash  they  could  not  imagine  j whe- 
ther the  landlord  had  made  free  with  their 
pockets  to  pay  himself,  or  that  it  had  slipped 
out  in  the  general  scuffle  ; they  were  greatly 
dismayed,  however,  by  their  misfortune,  for 
they  had  more  than  fifty  miles  to  travel,  and 
not  more  than  tenpence  left  after  the  present 
expences  were  discharged;  and' when  night 
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came  on  they  were  compelled  to  seek  the 

they  could  find- 

Wc  ought  not  to  complain  of  our  hard 
fate,  said  Wells,  since  what  we  are  about  to 
sutrei  is  but  part  of  the  punishment  due  to 
our  folly.  V v ith  sobriety  and  good  manage- 
ment, our  money  would  have  enabled  us°to 
fravel  comfortably,  and  at  the  end  of  our 
journey  we  should  have  had  plenty  to  sp  re- 
to  have  given  a treat  to  our  comrades,  who 

have  been  often  kind  to  us  on  a like  oc- 
casion. 


I’ll  never  return  to  the  regiment  to  be 
laughed  at-,  said  Clark  peevishly,  J am  al- 
most famished  to  death.— I’ll  desert.  Pri- 
thee, Isaac,  said  Wells,  look  well  to  thy 
words,  and  before  thou  art  tempted  to  com- 
mit a great  sin,  ask  thyself,  how  thou  shalt 
hke  to  bear  the  punishment  when  thou  art 
found  out : and  if  thou  shouldest  escape  be- 
ing brought  to  justice  while  on  earth,  it  will 
find  thee  out  in  the  Day  of  Judgment.  Take 
my  word  for  it,  he  is  the  only  free,  and  I 
may  add,  happy  man,  who  is  always  doino- 
the  work  of  him  who  made  him.  Talk  no 
more  of  desertion  then,  dear  Isaac,  let  us 
bear  our  misfortunes  like  men,  and  as  our 

catechism 
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catechism  says,  patiently  resolve  to  do  our 
duty  in  that  state  of  life  unto  which  it  hath 
pleased  God  to  call  us. 


When  I was  a child,  Bob,  said  Clark,  I 
never  learnt  my  catechism  ; learning,  which 
1 have  heard  thee  say,  has  kept  thee  out  oi 
so  many  scrapes,  1 hated  ; tor  I was  a boy 
of  spirit,  I lov’d  boxing,  fives-playmg,  and^ 
robbing  of  orchards,  a deal  better  than  my 

book. 


So  much  the  worse  for  thee,  Isaac,  a sober 
education  to  a poor  man,  will  help  him  on  in 
the  world,  much  more  creditably  than  a little 
estate  without  it ; for  laziness  and  drunken- 
ness will  soon  bring  a pretty  property  to  no- 
thin^, and  thou  roayest  have  heard  that 


u When  Land  is  gone,  and  Money  spent, 
« Jheu  Learning  is  most  excellent.” 


Honesty  is  the  best  Policy,  Isaac,  and  a 
good  name  is  better  than  great  riches.  1 hink 
no  more  of  desertion  then,  thou  hast  taken 
the  King’s  Money,  and  a strong  oath  to  serve 
him  faithfully,  take  care  then  that  thy  red 
coat  be  not  stained  with  black  spots.  Consi- 
der we  are  all  Gentlemen  Soldiers,  then 
let  us  not  disgrace  ourselves  by  carrying  the 

bloody 
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bloody  marks  of  the  rod 

^cks  s if  thou  art  reSolv  d°  otT"  °"  °Ur 
todeservepunishment  don't  m behave  so  as 
the  Laws  which  musHnflict  jfUrnil!rafainSt 

* <s»«s 

m'sfortune,  and  oS? 
This  is  fine  talking-  replied  Claris  -i 

thou  wilt  Rnh  k„fa  yiark,  do  as 

inlhe  ^ vSZ^ 

one  eQiment,  to  be  sneered  at  by  every 

for  ot^e.  am  rCS0,TCd  t0  hare  “y  own  way 

tiling  for  l)anfe7S 

forU  ?f  his  "p8 : I am  onl  ™alklgP to°thee 
to  ^eg?hfn’eand  th°U  « <^rm,ned 
wilUnly  ^ HinW 

thec§  dHavlhC  VenffnCe  ofthe  Law  against 
thee.  Have  a good  heart,  Man,  pluck  up, 

that 
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that  we  may  be  able  to  begin  our  march  by 
break  of  day,  and  as  I said  before,  we  may 
meet  with  some  kind  assistance  on  the  road"; 
this  is  a charitable  land,  Isaac,  and  there  are 
few  people  in  it  who  are  not  ready  to  relieve 
distress,  when  it  is  known  to  be  real ; and  if 
we  should  be  repulsed  at  a surly  door,  we 
must  not  be  angry,  ancf  unforgiving,  since 
the  kind  hearts  of  the  wealthy  are  so  often 
imposed  upon  by  false  stories  of  misfortunes, 
that  it  often  shuts  up  their  bowels  of  com- 
passion^ when  real- misery  stands  before  them 
— Man’s  nature,  Clark,  becomes  suspicious, 
when  it  has  often  been  imposed  upon. 

My  pride  now  is  to  meet  our  regiment  be- 
fore the  time  of  our  furlow  is  expired ; it  will 
give  us  great  credit  with  our  Colonel,  who 
is  the  very  best  of  men,  and  who,  seeino- 
that  we  have  made  a generous  use  of  the 
power  entrusted  to  us,  will  not  be  afraid  to 
indulge  us  again,  at  a fit  time.  For  seven 
years  that  I have  been  in  the  R eminent  I 
have  never  received  an  ill  word  or  an  unkind 
look  from  my  Officers,  because  I always  made 
it  my  pleasure  to  do  my  duty. 

My  pleasure  then,  replied  Clark,  is  to 
have  my  own  way,  I don’t  care  a rush  for 
any  man,  I don’t  care  fur  the  General,  I 

don’t 
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don’t  care  for  the  Colonel,  nor  do  I care  for 
the  Captain — so  1 have  made  up  my  mind 
as  to  that  matter — I’ll  have  food  whilst  I can 
eat  it — drink  when  I can  get  ir — and  money 
and  pleasure'  wherever  I can  find  them. 

Clark,  you  make  me  tremble,  srvd  Wells, 
to  hear  you  talk  so  desperately;  do  turn  thy 
thoughts  towards  God,  for  there  seems  to  be 
a strong  temptation  upon  thee — humble  thy- 
self before  him,  tell  him  thou  art  a miserable 
sinner,  and  beg  his  mercy  to  assist  thee  in  by 
distress,  don’t  go  on  adding  sin  to  sin  ; we 
have  been  both  guilty  of  an  heinous  fault ; 
let  us  take  this  lesson  of  instruction  out  of  it, 
and  resolve  to  do  so  no  more — My  father 
was  an  honest  Labourer,  and  he  used  to  tell 
all  his  children,  that  drunkenness  vvas  sure  to 
bring  three  evils  to  every  labouring  man, 
namely — sickness,  hunger  and  rags  ; besides 
no  sin  makes  the  Heart  so  hard  as  drunken- 
ness : A.  drunkard  is  without  pity,  since  he 
can  behold  his  Wife  and  children  dying  of 
famine,  because  his  own  beastly  appetite 
must  have  its  fill  of  Liquor  at  the  Village 
Ale-house. 

Thou  art  preaching  to  a deaf  man,  inter- 
rupted Clark.  I’ll  haye  my  own  way  I tell 
thee  again  and  again;  it  is  time  enough  to 

rail 
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rail  against  pleasure,  when  one  has  no  power 
to  enjoy  it. 

Thou  wilt  live  to  repent  thy  sayings,  take 
my  word  for  it,  said  Wells  ; for  my  part,  I 
would  rather  eat  a hard  crust  tor  my  dinner 
than  dine  with  the  Officers  on  roast  Beef 
and  Plumb-pudding,  il  1 must  do  dirty  work 
to  obtain  it.  I would  dine  with  any  man, 
said  Clark,  who  would  give  me  a dinner — 
and  drink  with  any  man  that  would  offer  me 
his  cup — though  perhaps  he  did  expect  a 
lit i le  underhand  business  of  me  in  return — 
I am  resolved  to  serve  myself.  Bob,  and 
there’s  an  end  of  the  Chapter. 

And  a sorrowing  ending  it  is,  answered 
Wells,  and  so  good  night;  drawing  some  of 
the  loose  hay  about  him,  and  placing  his 
knapsack  under  his  head  for  a pillow;  1 shall 
say  my  prayers,  Isaac,  for  if  I am  taken  off 
in  my  sleep,  ’tis  a good  thing  for  a man  to 
have  had  his  last  waking  thoughts  employ’d 
on  the  goodness  of  God. 

Wells  slept  sweetly,  till  the  rising  Sun 
shining  in  his  face  awakened  him  ; he  called 
aloud  to  his  companion,  telling  him  it  was 
time  to  prepare  for  their  journey ; he  called 
again,  and  again, ; but  still  no  answer  was 

made 
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made  him  ; lie  then  rose  to  go  in  search  of 
him,  but  he  was  no  where  to  be  found. 

After  waiting  his  return  for  near  an  hour, 
and  finding  he  did  not  appear,  he  set  for- 
ward on  his  journey  ; after  travelling  some 
miles  he  began  to  find  hunger  very  keen,  and 
seeing  a low  Farm  House  at  a distance,  he 
struck  across  a field,  and  made  up  to  it  ; 
Wells  rapp’d  at  the  door,  which  being 
open’d  by  the  mistress  of  the  house,  he  very 
modestly  ask’d  her  togive  him  a cup  of  whey, 
or  a draught  of  small  beer,  for  he  was  a good 
deal  distress’d. 

Distress’d — aye  to  be  sure,  said  she,  the 
times  are  so  hard,  the  world  is  full  of  dis- 
tress. 

The  hardness  of  the  times,  Ma’am,  said 
Wells,  has  nothing  to  do  with  my  distress, 
since  ’ trs  all  the  consequence  of  my  own 
folly. 

You  must  be  an  extraordinary  Man,  mas- 
ter Soldier,  said  Mrs.  Jenkins,  to  confess 
that  your  own  crimes  have  brought  you  to 
hunger. 

I tell  you  nothing  but  the  truth  said  Wells, 
and  hungry  as  I am,  I would  not  impose  a 

lie 
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lie  upon  you,  to  obtain  the  best  mouthful  in 
your  house  ; people  in  general  rail- at  the 
badness  of  the  times,  when  nine  times  out  of 
ten,  they  owe  their  misery  to  their  extrava- 
gance ; two  nights  ago  my  fellow  traveller 
and  myself  accidentally  fell  into  bad  com- 
pany, we  got  drunk  and  we  lost  our  money  ; 
I have  a journey  of  more  than  forty  miles  to 
make  ; and  I have  not  six-pence  left  to  fur- 
nish me  with  provisions. 

Follow  me  to  the  Kitchen,  said  the  good 
Woman,  and  I’ll  give  you  the  best  my  house 
affords ; I love  a soldier,  because  he  fights 
for  my  country;  but  when  I find  a soldier 
to  be  a Christian,  I love  him  in  my  heart,  be- 
cause our  country  may  stand  a better  chance 
to  be  preserved  from  the  enemy  in  time  of 
War,  if  our  Soldiers  are  Christians,  and  since 
my  honest  friend,  you  have  not  the  daring 
wickedness  to  tell  a lie  to  God,  I’m  certain 
you’ll  never  fail  in  doing  your  duty  towards 
your  country. 

Wells  now  fed  heartily  on  some  cold  pork 
and  cabbage,  and  drank  prudently  of  an  ex- 
cellent mug  of  cider,  that  stood  before  him. 

After  silently  thanking  the  Giver  of  all 
good  for  a blessing  he  so  little  expected,  and 

so 
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so  little  deserved,  he  was  about  to  take  his 
leave  of  his  kind  Hostess ; when  a bustle  was 
heard  in  the  passage,  and  soon  after  the 
room  was  filled  by  a crowd  of  people,  in  the 
midst  of  whom  Wells  saw  his  unfortunate 
comrade  Clark  with  his  hands  tied  behind 
him.  It  now  was  as  clear  to  him  as  the  light, 
even  before  it  was  explained  to  him,  that 
Clark  had  been  as  good  as  his  word,  and 
would  have  his  own  way ‘let  what  would 
come  of  it ; he  was  as  pale  as  death,  his 
jaws  trembled,  -and  the  tears  ran  down  his 
cheeks. 

The  farmer  now  explain’d  to  his  Wife, 
that  the)'  had  taken  the  Villain  who  last 
night  would  have  robbed  the  post-chaise,  but 
was  prevented  by  a gentleman  within  it,  who 
let  fly  a brace  of  pistols  at  him,  which  made 
him  keep  his  distance;  that  early  this  morn- 
ing*, as  he  was  riidng  touuarket,  he  himself 
had  been  attacked  by  him  before  it  was 
light ; but  some  of  the  neighbours  coming  to 
his  assistance,  they  determined  to  pursue  the 
Ro  gue,  and  came  up  with  him  about  two 
miles  off’,  as  he  was  entering  an  ale-house  ; 
I have  sent  to  the  Squire’s,  added  the  Farm- 
er, to  advertise  the  Gentleman  who  is  at  his 
house,  that  the  robber  is  taken,  and  1 hope 
he  will  soon  be  here. 
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Here  the  wretched  Clark  wept  bitterly. 
Ah,  Bob,  Bob,  said  he,  spying  Wells,  had 
I taken  thy  kind  advice  I should  never  had 
been  brought  to  this — I should  have  lived 
like  a Man,  and  died  like  a Christian,  but 
Lord  have  mercy  upon  me,  what  have  I 
brought  myself  to  ! I have  brought  my  life 
into  danger,  and  perhaps  have  ruin’d  my 
Soul. 

Honest  Wells  was  grieved  at  the  heart ; 
O Isaac,  cried  he,  could  I have  preserved 
thee  from  such  a grievous  misfortune,  I would 
have  shared  my  last  morsel  with  thee;  my 
prayers  are  now  all  I can  offer  thee,  and  by 
prayer  only  thou  canst  serve  thyself,  for  the 
prayer  of  a penitent,  even  when  offer’d  up 
in  a prison,  may  be  accepted ; if  by  timely 
repentance,  Isaac,  you  obtain  the  favour  of 
Heaven,  you  will  find  comfort  under  every 
affliction. 

Here  the  gentleman  arrived  whose  carri- 
age had  been  stopp’d  the  preceding  evening  ; 
Clark  no  sooner  caught  a glimpse  of  him 
than  he  knew  him  to  be  his  own  Colonel.  A 
man  whom  every  person  in  the  Regiment 
lov’d  and  honoured  as  a parent.  O my  gra- 
■ cious  father,  exclaimed  Clark,  seeing  this 
honourable  gentleman  enter,  my  punishment 
is  already  greater  than  I can  bear,  if  I have 

offended 


( 20  ) 

offended  the  Man,  1 would  die  to  serve.  He 
then  fainted  away,  but  a little  warm  ale  be- 
mg  given  him,  he  soon  recovered  : when  the 
nobie  Colonel  spoke  so  mildly,  and  kindly  to 
him,  that  Mrs. Jenkins  was  obliged  to  put  her 
apron  to  her  eyes. 


Here  Wells  related  to  the  Colonel  what 
had  pass’d  ; he  shook  like  an  aspen  leaf, 
when  lie  came  to  relate  the  sorrowful  adven- 
tures which  befel  them  at  the  Green  Dra- 
gon ; and  all  the  grief  and  affliction  which 
had  beiallen  him  in  consequence  of  it. 

When^  Wells  had  finished  his  story,  your 
father,  Clark,  said  the  Colonel,  could  not 
feel  more  concern  at  your  present  situation 
than  I do;  I have  always  regarded  every 
man  in  my  regiment  as  my  son  ; for  I have 
always  tried  to  win  their  affection  by  kind- 
ness rather  than  enforce  their  obedience  by 
severity.  A man  of  true  courage,  Clark, 
abhors  the  thoughts  of  a base  action,  but  if 
lie  lives  without  principle  in  his  heart,  he  must 
not  be  surprized,  if  sooner  or  later  he  is  be- 
trayed by  his  passions  into  the  blackest  sins ; 
*ud  if  he  is  taken  in  the  commission  of  a 
crime,  he  must  expect  to  pay  the  penalty 
cf  the  Law. 
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Poor  Clark  groaned  and  wept  bitterly 
while  the  Colonel  thus  continued,  lam  thank- 
ful that  I wounded  no  man  when  I fired  my 
Pistols  on  being  stopped  last  night  in  my 
carriage.  As  the  night  was  much  too  dark 
for  me  to  be  able  to  give  evidence  as  to  the 
identity  of  the  person  who  stopped  me  : you 
may  expect,  Clark,  that  no  bill  of  indict- 
ment will  be  preferred  against  you  by  me,  it 
is  a most  dreadful  thing  for  any  man  to  take 
an  oath  when  he  is  not  positive  as  to  the  fact 
he  is  going  to  swear  to  : the  Farmer,  I fear, 
from  having  secured  your  person,  hascertain 
evidence  to  bring  against  you,  but  that  is  a 
business  in  which  I have  no  right  to  inter- 
fere, as  your  examination  must  take  place 
before  a Justice  of  the  Peace.  Whether  the 
fact  be,  01  be  not  proved  against  you,  here  is 
a tiifle  to  support  you,  in  case  you  be  re- 
leased ; that  you  may  not  plead  your  wants, 
as  an  excuse  for  committing  such  a dreadful 
outrage  against  society  : after  what  is  past  it 
will  be  highty  improper  to  admit  you  again 
into  the  regiment;  in  future  learn  to  La- 
bour with  diligence,  live  soberly,  then  you 
will  live  honestly,  be  steady  and  constant  in 
attending  on  all  the  dutieswhich  reliejonen- 
joms  you-learn  to  fear  God,  honour  the 
-tving,  and  be  just  to  your  neighbour. 


Tears  now  filled  the  eyesof  all  present ; 
Mrs.  Jenkins  sobbed  aloud,  and  every  one 
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declared,  they  had  never  in  their  lives  heard 
so  moving  a sermon  ; they  all  said  what  a 
fine  thing  learning  was  when  applied  to 
Christian  uses,  and  what  a pity  it  was  the 
noble  Colonel  could  not  be  made  a Bishop. 

The  Colonel  condescended  to  speak  to 
Wells,  as  kindly  as  if  he  had  been  his  equal; 
as  for  you,  honest  Robert,  said  he,  your 
steady  conduct  has  long  been  the  subject  of 
my  observation,  and  my  praise  amongst  all 
my  brother  Officers ; the  sobriety  of  your 
life,  and  your  regularity  at  church  makes 
you  always  ready  in  the  performance  of  your 
duty  ; I have  long  had  it  in  my  thoughts  to 
procure  you  some  promotion,  without  being 
able  to  obtain  the  means ; an  occasion  has 
presented  itself  in  your  absence ; Serjeant 
Jefferson  is  dead,  and  I have  reserved  his 
place  for  you  ; I know  you  can  both  write 
and  cast  accounts  well ; in  this  post  I doubt 
not  but  you  will  exercise  power  with  as 
much  humility,  as  you  have  hitherto  prac- 
tised obedience  with  chearfulness ; and  since 
this  little  affray  has  caused  you  much  disap- 
pointment, and  much  delay  on  your  journey, 

I will  pay  your  fare,  and  your  expences  in 
the  Stage  Coach,  which  I find  will  pass  this 
afternoon,  that  agreeably  to  your  intention 
you  may  join  the  regiment  before  the  time 
of  your  furlow  is  expired;  in  order  that  your 
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conduct  may  stand  as  an  example  to  your 
comrades,  that  having  been  entrusted  with 
power,  you  had  too  high  a sense  of  duty  to 
abuse  it. 

What  makes  the  end  of  this  little  story 
very  moving  and  very  instructive  is,  that 
while  Wells  for  his  honest  and  good  conduct 
was  enabled  by  his  Colonel  to  finish  his  jour- 
ney by  the  Coach,  at  the  very  moment  in 
which  he  mounted  the  Box,  he  saw  his  un- 
fortunate comrade  Clark,  with  his  hands 
tied  behind  him,  carried  off  to  the  county 
Jail,  to  take  his  trial  at  the  next  assizes, 
sorely  lamenting  his  unhappy  fate,  and  the 
wilful  obstinacy  that  made  him  deaf  to  the 
excellent  advice  of  so  good  a friend. 
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